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morning and evening, and she would repeat to
him stories from the holy books of the Hindus.
The other influence in Sivaji's early life was
Dadoji Kondadev. He was a Brahmin, who
managed the estates of Sivaji's father. He also
acted as Sivaji's guardian and teacher. To be
sure, he gave no bookish education to Sivaji; he
never taught him how to read and write, but he
taught him the use of arms and made him an
excellent rider, swordsman, and archer. He let
him explore the mountains around and asked
him to make friends with manly and daring youths.
Further, he told him about the exploits of the
Hindu heroes like Arjun and Bhima. He asked
him to be as skilled in the use of arrows as Arjun
and as mighty as Bhima. In his heart of hearts
Sivaji determined to be a hero.
When he came of age he thought of making a
kingdom for himself and ruling over it. He
therefore gathered round him some hillmen, and
with the help of some of his friends he thought
of taking possession of some of the forts that ky
near Poona* He succeeded in his designs and
toot sooje forts which really belonged to the
Sultan of Bijapore. It is said that in some of
these forts he discovered treasures.
The Sultan of Bijapore did not like Sivaji's
high-handedness and took action against him,'
but, later on, they came to terms with one another.
Sivaji was acknowledged as an independent ruler